8                      NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE  AND  WAR

means so gloomy as Mr. Stokes has imagined. Any con-
ceivable prospect is, in my opinion, less black than the
present unmanly and helpless condition. And we cannot
do better than following out, fearlessly and with confidence,
the open and honourable programme of non-violence and
sacrifice that we have mapped for ourselves.
Toung India, 29-12-1920

THE AFGHAN BOGEY

The reader will find elsewhere a string of questions
put by a correspondent. The most important relates to a
speech delivered by Maulana Mahomed AH on the fear
of an xAfghan invasion. I have not read Maulana Mahomed
Alps speech referred to by the correspondent. But whether
he does or not, I would, in a sense, certainly assist the
Amir of Afghanistan, if he waged war against, the British
Government. That is to say, I would openly tell my country-
men that it would be a crime to help a Government
which had lost the confidence of the nation to remain in
power. On the other hand, I would not ask Indians to
raise levies for the Amir. That would be against the creed
of non-violence accepted by both Hindus and Muslims for
the purpose of the Khilafat, the Punjab and Swaraj.
And I apprehend that Maulana Mahomed Ali could not
mean more in his speech than what I have suggest^. He
could not very well do otherwise, so long as the Hindu-
Muslim compact subsists. The Muslims are free to dissolve
the compact. But it would be found upon an examination
of the case that the compact is indissoluble. Dissolution of
the compact means destruction of India's purpose. I cannot
conceive the present possibility of Hindus and Muslims
entering upon a joint armed revolt. And Muslims can
hardly expect to succeed with any plan of an armed revolt.

However, I warn the reader against believing in the
bogey of an Afghan invasion. Their own military writers
have often let us into the secret that many of the punitive
expeditions were manufactured for giving the soldiers a